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From the 13th to the 16th February 1783; 


JOURNAL and PLAN 
Major General JAMES STUART, 
'The diſmantling of Vandewaſb and Carangooly ; 
The Council of War and Correſpondence relative to 


Movements of the Main Army in t 
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* To his Excellency Lieutenant General Sir 
_ EyRE CoorE, K. B. Commander in 
Chief of his Majeſty's and of the Ho- 


nourable Company's Forces in India. 


Camp, half-way between Vandewaſh and Carangooly, 
SIR, Feb. 16, 1783. 
DID myſelf the honour, before leaving the Preſi- 
dency, to write to your Excellency in date 3d inſtant, 
informing of the object of the preſent move of the Army, 
to which I beg leave to refer +. I have, ſince then, re- 
gularly and daily informed this Government of every 
thing; all which I ſuppoſe will be as regularly tranſmitted 
by them to the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
where you will ſee it: but in "caſe 1 find, on my return, 
that any time has been loſt in this way, I ſhall take an- 
other method to keep your Excellency well and duly 
informed of every thing. Meanwhile, I cannot help an- 
ticipating a little, by addreſſing the following Journal 
for three days, to acquaint you of particulars which, F 


* Copy of this Journal was tranſmitted to the Governor General and Coun- 
cil of Bengal (by Captain Donald Campbell), April , 1783. J. S. 1784. 
+ See this Letter in the annexed Appendix, No. I. 


5 | truſt, 


Camp near 
Noodingul, 
Feb. 13, 


5783. 


4 ] 


truſt, will give your Excellency ſome pleaſure, in 


ing that even the fight of your Army (for it may properly 


be fo called) has put to flight the combined force of the 
F rench and Myſoreans. 


Late in the evening of yeſterday, I gave out orders for 
the line to be under arms at three this morning ; and it 
was only at that hour that ! ordered che direction in which 
it was to move. | 
I had ſeparately given inſtructions for the baggage that 
remained behind, to be put into Vandewaſh-Pettah, with 
a batallion of Sepoys, and a company or two into the 
fort. 


Before day-break this morning the Army moved, a the 


enemy could not poſlibly - gueſs our intentions until the 


head of the line had got well into the road leading“ from 


Vandewaſh to Conjeveram. I had defired + Caprain Dou- 
glas, Deputy Adjutant General, and my Aid de Camp 
Lieutenant Campbell, to obſerve from Vandewaſh-hill, 
whether there was. any alteration in the enemy's poſition 
from that of yeſterday. They remained-as long as it was 
fafe, and on the march reported to me, that they till 
were on the ſame ground behind the hills, in the direction 
as before mentioned, but without tents; and that they 
ſeemed to be moving irregularly, as if alarmed. 


See the Plan. 


+ Both theſe excellent Officers (to my infinite gi were killed in be 


action June 13th, 1733, near Cuddalore, J. S. 1784. 
| | 1 got 
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I got ſurther intelligence from heights as I moved on; 
and about half paſt nine, the advanced guard took poſ- 
ſeſſion of, and turned one of thoſe high grounds, behind 
which we ſuppoſed the enemy were poſted. The head of 
the line came in front of this riſing ground, and we then 
clearly perceived an extent upwards of four miles, filled 
with the enemy's Army, with their guns moving off to- 
wards the river, in great confuſion, but at too great a 
diſtance, and the ground too difficult, for my doing any 
more than throwing a few cannon ſhot among the hind- 
moſt of them. It was, beyond a doubt, he whole force 
of the Myſorcan Army. Tippoo had, as I am informed, 
come with French Officers, and the reconnoitring party 


of yeiterday, I do not know in what. proportion the 
French were among thoſe that run off. 


This alert from us, will ſerve at leaſt to ſhew to all the 
country powers, that even with the moſt powerful French 
connection, they dare not face our Army. Perhaps it 
may occaſion differences with the French, and forward 
any meaſures for an honourable and advantageous peace 
with Tippoo, and all the Indian powers, ſo much recom- 


mended by our Honourable th and ſo A 
for the ſtate in general. 


Early this morning we returned from the laſt ground, 
by the ſame road we went. The Army encamped here 


before 


Camp N. E. 
of Vande- 
waſh, Feb. 


14, 1783. 


| before ten in the r morning. I choſe this ſituation as very 
high commanding ground, and equally ready to move to 
Carangooly or Outramalore, or in any direction the ene- 
my may think of taking, if they recroſs the Arnce river 
with their guns; but I believe they will not again attempt 
this. My intelligence ſince their #ghz is, that moſt of 
their guns had paſſed the river before we came to our 
ground, and that the French were bodily with them ; and 
laſt night, only part of their cavalry, with the French, 
remained on this fide, but no guns. | 


Secing that we pitched our tents e laſt night 

near Noodingul, they were in the utmoſt apprehenſion of 
a viſit this morning. The ſituation of the ground be- 
tween us and the enemy, and the bed of the Sy-aru river 
to croſs, or what is worſe, to halt, and then veturn, and 
not having three days rice with the whole Army; beſides, 
the political complexion of affairs every where, were all 
reaſons ſufficient to forbid an attempt to purſue, and why 
I thought it beſt to return, to the preſent ground. 


On our march back, we were not a little haraſſed by 
Rockets (five men and two horſes have been reported to 
me killed, ten or twelve more wounded) ; I did every 
thing but hang one of the Rocket boys taken. He went 


through the ga/lows-ceremony, and was pardoned only at 
the laſt. 


8 Our 


N 

Our light guns knocked down ſome of their horſe; 
and we took three horſemen, with their horſes, on this 
ground. 3 
De idea of giving the moſt public palpable proof that 
we are maſters of the field, and can take our on time 
deliberately to do what we ſet about, has induced me, 
with only one day's rice (for next day), to halt on this 


ground to-morrow, with a view alſo the more effectually 
to demoliſh Vandewaſh. 


We ſpring another mine there this evening, and then I 
' ſhall blow up the outworks, and burn all the gates. I 
{hall alſo load what carts I have, with the braſs metal. 


This halt will keep the enemy in uncertainty as to the 
future operations, and add at leaſt one. more day towards 
facilitating Brigadier General Mathews's and Colonel 
Lang's offenfrve operations elſewhere. 


The whole combined force of our European and Indian 
enemies, fo far as I am informed, turned their backs 
yeſterday. All my reports, and thoſe of Captain Flint's 
Harkarahs of this day, who were in the French camp, 
confirm this account. Tippoo has recrofſed on this fide, 
with the horſe and Rocket boys, but the French, with 
the guns and infantry, are on the other fide of the Arnee 
or Sy-aru river. Captain Campbell's batallion, with all 
the baggage, joined me from the Pettah of Vandewaſh 

| the 


16 ] 
the moment we came to the ground here. Several fruit- 
leſs attempts were made to cut in upon the baggage, and 


to get into the ruined fort, but the view of ſome Palmyra 
trees, in the embraſures where the guns were lately, kept 


them at awful diſtance. 


Tamp half 
way be- 

tween Van- 
dewaſh and 


Carangoo—- 


ly, Feb. 16, 
2783. 


I have, indiredtly, accounts from Carangooly of a late 
date, that all was quiet; and I hope to be able to inform 
your Excellency upon my return to that place, that I 


have not loſt a ſingle bullock or bag of rice in the whole 
of this excurſion. 


The Army in tient] 5 is in health: the Europeans, with 
his Majeſty's 1o1ft regiment, remarkably ſo. The bat- 
tering guns have never retarded our march. 1 


The Army came to their ground here in very good 
time. 


In the evening of the 14th, when on the laſt ground, 
we ſprung a mine in Vandewaſh, with good effect, and 
employed ſufficient parties, .during that night and the 
whole of the 15th, to finiſh the mines in the counter- 


guard, and in ſeveral of the projections of the fort, and 


in collecting combuſtibles near the gates, and ſmearing 
every bit of wood with pitch; ſo that before 6 P. M. of 
the 15th, every thing took effect, and the whole com- 
buſtible matter within the fart was an fire, and continued 

| burning 


12 } 
burning the whole night. It is a perfect ruin, and ſcarce 
now even a poſt for ſmall arms. 


= — —_ — Pte "Re — — — r—_— 
ůꝗ—½q]!]miMiMiMiWiͥiWinns—!dccc—ũũc .! 
— . — — « — 
— — . — = * 
— — — A — — — — 9 
— — a 


I had repeated intelligence of the enemy's horſe keep- 
ing ſtill on this fide the Sy-aru river; and from the hill, 
their advanced picquets were ſeen behind a riſing ground, 
not three miles from our right : but we took meaſures to 
prevent inſult or ſurpriſe; and not one of them ventured, 
even into the Pettah or Fort, from curioſity, though our 
people were removed at ſome little diſtance from thence, 
after the mines were ſprung. 


The intelligence received the 14th and 1 5th, and con- 
firmed by every perſon from the enemy's camp, agreed in 
general, that the French, to the number of 1 500 of all 
ſorts, with above thirty pieces of cannon, had croſſed the 
Sy-aru, or Arnee river, on the 12th, with Monſieur Lalle, 
and a conſiderable part of the enemy's horſe and raſſa- 
lahs; the reſt remained on the other fide : That knowing 
our mall proviſion of rice, their intention was either to 
get round, and oblige us to fight at a diſadvantage, before 
returning to Carangooly, or at leaft to annoy us from the 
Outramalore fide with cannon and horſe on our march : 
That they never ſuſpected our marching towards them 
till the head of our line was perceived about fix in the 
morning of the 13th inſtant ; every thing was then in the 
greateſt confuſion and alarm: and that after Lalle had 
made ſome movement in advance, he was recalled by 


B»  Tippod's 


+ 
1 { 
+ 


1 

Tippoo's order, and all the French, with their guns, and 
the principal part of the Army, had recroſſed the bed of the 
river in the forenoon, at the {ame place where they paſſed 
it (about ſeven miles Eaſt of Trivatore) : That there were 
jealouſies and differences in the French Army; and that 
Tippoo was diffident of them, and had given ſome orders 
to Lalle eventually, in caſe of the French attempting to 
come over to the Engliſh : That their tents and baggage 
had been ſent for; and there ſeemed now to be no fixed 
plan of operations, Tippoo's Coumcils being much diſtracted 
by abe news from the other conſt; and ſeeing, as they did 
nom, that all their combined force could not ſtand before 
one of our Armies. 

In the march towards the enemy on the 13th, by the 
Conjeveram road, I was much indebted to Captain Prin- 
gle (the Captain of the guides), whom I truſted with the 
ſecret; the road he led through, had * been judged 
impaſſable for guns. 

T do myſelf the honour to preſent to your Excellency a 
ſmall Plan, done by Lieutenant Beatſon, from a Hand- 

ſketch of Captain Pringle's. 
Captain Flint and Lieutenant Beatſon act as my Aids de 
Camp on this ſervice, which I hope will be * to 
your Excellency. 


I have the honour to be, Sc. 
(Signed) JAMS STUART. 
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ORDERof MARCH 
of the ARMY under 
Major General FAMES STUART, 
from the ga to the 14%of Feb.1783. 
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APPENDIX, Ne I. 


From Major General STUazT to his Excellency Lieutenant 
General Sir ExxE Coors, K. B. &c. &c. 


Camp at Taumarum, Feb. 3, 1783. 


HAVE, for ſome conſiderable time paſt, ſent, under cover to my 


friend Mr. Wheler, ſuch intelligence as I thought might be intereſt- 
ing, doubtful whether you might not at the time be on your way here. 
Mr. Wheler would ſend whatever I had to ſay to your Excellency, and 
I beg leave to refer to it. 

The appearance of M. Suffrcin off Ganjam muſt bas been known 
at Calcutta the 15th-(ultimo), and conſequently an embargo would 
take place ;—this, I am ſorry to think, will prevent your Excellency 
joining us by fea; but I ſhall hope and requeſt you to come by land; 
and I am informed, without much inconvenience it may be done in 
thirty days. 

The accounts intercepted in the Chaſer will ſhew your Excellency 
what I believe is Monſ. De Buſſy's plan of deſcent in or near the Circars ; 


but if your Excellency ſets out immediately, I hope you will be with 


us before he can get landed. 

Every thing is done that you could wiſh, to be prepared for him. 
Maſulipatam and Ganjam are alone to be looked to. Jones and Ly- 
ſaght, as „et and ſecond, command in the Circars; and the guns and 
ſtores at Vizagapatam are to be divided betwixt thoſe two places, and 
your two Caraatic batallions are, by ay plan, ordered to Maluſſpatam. 

WY. - In 
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In ſhort, in this emergency, and to avoid miſtakes, I thought myself 
called upon, at full length to give in a Plan of Defence and Operations, 
in a Minute or Memorial of the 267% ultimo; which, relative to the 

- Circars, has been adopted. This paper I ſhall endeavour to furniſh to 
your Excellency by ſome ſafe conveyance, ſo ſoon as I know for certain 
what you are pleaſed to determine upon, in your own movements. 
Iln conſequence of this plan, and the lateſt intelligence of the French 
deſigns, and after having ſupplied Tripaſore with a ſufficiency, in de- 
poſit, for a future convoy to Velore, I am now to move the Army to- 
wards Carangooly and Vandewaſh, 20 demoliſb thoſe places, and retire 


the garriſons ; and in doing this, I ſhall not be ſurpriſed, if Tippoo, 
with his French General, tries our metal ;—we are prepared for it, under 
your auſpices. 


The Army marches to-morrow ; though I have not yet been increaſed 
five hundred bullocks in carriage; yet, by the convoys ſent to Chingleput, 
and three days to Carangooly, I hope to make it out; there is an infi- 
nity of carriage and draft bullocks, choſen by Captain Moorhouſe's 
conductor, now on their way. I expect eleven hundred in a day 
Or WO. 


I carry fix battering guns and one third proportion of ſtores ; the 
enemy's utmo/? force is within three days march, and all the French 
collected; it is preciſely what in the general line is to be wiſhed for. 


By the following Note from Lieutenant Colonel Macleod *, you will 


ſee 


From Lieutenant Colonel Macrrob, commanding his Majeſty's Troops 
on the MaLaBar Coaſt, to Major General Sruakr, Sc. 


Panani, Dec. 27, 1782. 
I HAVE now the honour to acquaint you, that your wiſhes, with reſpect to the war 
on this Coaft, are likely to be fulfilled. B. General Matthews is arrived at Raja-mun- 


| Loch, to the North of Onore, and has ordered me to join him. I ſail with my whole 


it; force 


E 


ſee that things are, as you would wiſh them; and Lang 1s entirely clear, 
and may, if he thinks fit, act in the offenſive againſt Carcor. 


I have been ſo pointedly attacked for my conduct, on the ſcore of 
inaction or counteraction, by this Preſident, in an elaborate Minute of 
the 18th ultimo; that though I can ſcarce find time to do myſelf fully. 

Juſtice, by reaſon of other more immediate employment, yet I have 

not altogether failed in that object, as I hope, in your Excellency's, : 
and in the opinion of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 

when they ſee my anſwer, preſented to the Committee held the 

firſt inflant. 

I had the honour to forward to your Excellency two Letters laſt - 
night, arrived by the Greyhound packet, in ſixteen weeks from Eng- 
land ;—l ſee many things in the General Letter, and which regard his 


Majeſty's forces; but I do not think myſelf at liberty to take any 
ſteps, until I receive your orders. 


Such is my ſituation in Government, that I am not looked upon as 
having a right to be ſummoned to the opening of a packet, becauſe it is 
directed to the Preſident and Council of Fort St. George; and, in fact, I 
was ot ſummoned with the other Members of Government on that 

_ occaſion. You ſee how I am treated; and, indeed, without remedy, 
as it would ſeem, c. 


; Ss (signed) JAM* STUART. 


force to-morrow. I have no doubt of obliging the enemy to look at home. Wc: pp“ 


left us in a great hurry, on his father” s death, and | is by this time at or near his camp in 
the Carnatic. 
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APP E N D IX, No. II. 


AT 3 Council of War. 
Head Quarters, Camp at Cardigooly, Feb. 6, 1783. Six P. M. 
PR E SENT, 

Major General JamEt$ STVARTy Commander in Chief on the Coaſt 
of CHOROMANDEE, 

Colonel REeiMBoOLD, 

Colonel PzARcE, | 

Lieutenant Colonel STUART, of his Majeſty's 78th, 

Lieutenant Colonel GorDoN, of his Majeſty's 101ft, 

Lieutenant Colonel ELPninsTONE, of his Majeſty's 73d, 


Mayor MacKay, commanding the Artillery, 
Lieutenant Colonel Davizs, Quarter Maſter General, erative 1 8 


Lieutenant BAzgy CLost, Aid de Camp and Secretary to the Com- 
mander in Chief, a&ing as Secretary at this Meeting. 


Major Otrtral Star communieates as follows: 
HE intercepted intelligence taken in the Chaſer, leaves ſcarce a 
doubt of the intentions of the French to land their next reinforce- 
ment, under Monſ. de Buſly, in the Circars, and with a view, moſt pro- 
bably, to carry Maſulipatam. 
* The Quarter Maſter and Adjutant General in the Company's ſervice ( coaſt eftabliſh- 


ment), are what they call Nominal Lieutenant Colonels, and not properly Field Officers, 
5 J. S. 1784. 


It 


„ 
It is allo ſuppoſed that this is done on @ plan concerted with the /ate 
Hyder and the prefeut Nizam. In this belief, Government has pro- 
vided ſuitably for the defence:of Ganjam, as well as Maſulipatam, and 


taken ſuch other meaſures as the time wal allow, in order to be prepared 
in the Circars. 


In caſe the concerted plan is to act with the whole of the enemy's - 
united force to the Northward, this Army muſt alſo move in that di- 
reaion in as great force as poſſible. This is the great and principal 
object, now that the French and Dutch are arming ſo powerfully, * 
the moſt hoſtile intentions towards us. 


In this view, it appears to me, that Hyder s ſon, Tippoo Sahib, and 
all the Native Powers in India, are but in the ſecond rank of enemies; 
and the places at any diſtance from the Coaſt, whether in our hands or 
in theirs, are ſcarce worth our keeping garriſons i in them, or driving 
the enemy out of them (Vellore only excepted ), until we can tho- 
roughly eradicate our European foes from places of ſtrength or com- 
merce, now held, or which may be acquired by them upon the Cg. 


The Government having adopted the ſame ſyſtem, I have, by their 
orders, moved the Army thus far, purpoſely to aſſiſt in the demolition, 
and to withdraw the garriſons from Vandewaſh and Carangooly ; and 
I truſt we ſhall ſo effectually demoliſh them, that they can be of little 
uſe to any enemy during the preſent war. 


By the lateſt intelligence of the enemy's ſtrength * and ts. I 
find that they are encamped in the direction from near Arcot towards 
Arnee, and may in 4bree days be aſſembled. Lalle's old corps is in ad 


* The French force: 


2000 Europeans, 
300 Coffries, 
25 Guns, 
4 Howitzers, 
2500 Sepoys in the French pay, 
| vance ; 
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vance; the French, with all they can muſter, are in their rear; 


Curreem Sahib and Meer Sahib's ſon next to them; and 77 1þpoo, with 
the main body, is in the rear of the whole. 


It has been reported to me, that ſeveral detachments from their Any, 
have been lately ſent off; two in particular; one to Cuddapa, under 
Hurree-Zing, the other towards Callicut or Mangalore ; it marched 
about the 2d, but it may be recalled on the preſent movement of this 

In ſhort, Gentlemen, I called you together, both in your quality 
and rank as the principal Officers, and as my friends and counſellors in 
this Army, to ſay to you, what was the chief immediate object on the 


preſent move ; namely, the demolition of theſe two places, and retiring 
the garriſons ; and at the ſame time to obſerve, that I expect to hear of 


ſome movement of the enemy's whole force on this occaſion and in this 


direction, which may lead to an engagement with them. I was aware 
of this, and have formed my own opinion on it. : 


I brought fix iron battering guns with two views; one, to cover our 


| real intentions, and perhaps lead the French farther from a junction 
with M. Buſy, under apprehenſions for Cuddalore; the other, to make 


uſe of them in action, having a proviſion with me of onc-tbird mili- 
tary ſtores for a ſiege. 


The rice no with us will admit of our remaining three days at Van- 


dewaſh, but not longer ; and in this time I truſt the-demolition will be 
finiſhed. I ſhall, if nothing elſe offers, return to Carangooly, and de- 


moliſh that place thoroughly. 


Meanwhile, as to my/elf, I intend to leave almoſt: all my baggage 
and ſervants within that place, except one tent and /o/diers proviſions, 
&c. for only eight days ;. and I hope, by your example, to bring all the 
reſt of the Officers of the Army to do the ſame : the Sepoys wives, &c. 
and every thing not abſolutely neceſſary, muſt be left. In this way we 
ſhall move 'e hight and ready for action; and by having this cover at Ca- 

* 
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rangooly for the purpoſe, it gives us every advantage which the enemy 
have hitherto had, with their places and magazines in their rear. There 
is plenty of every thing at Chingleput not yet touched upon. 


But I am clear to ſay to you, that we have 20 means to advance far- 
ther than Vandewaſh, to engage the enemy, or to attempt taking any 
of their places, even if they were of real ſervice; we have not the 
means, neither have we the time, becauſe of other more immediate 
and more important ſervices, for which this main Army is needed. 


We muſt return by the way of Chingleput, and take our poſition 
within a march or two of the Preſidency, from whence our movements 
muſt be regulated according to the intelligence of the day. 


In caſe of any accident befalling me, which, as a ſoldier, I am my- 
ſelf prepared for, I am to requeſt that the Officer next in command will 
keep in his mind what I have now ſtated, and will form his Council of 
the Gentlemen here preſent, wwho/e opinion on the following queſtion I 
now wiſh to collect. 

© Whether, during the proſecution of the orders of Government, and 
te for the reaſons already ſtated (namely, to demoliſh the works and 
« retire the garriſons from Vandewaſh and Carangooly), in caſe the 
4 movements of the joint combined force of the enemy (Tippoo and 
e the French), ſhould indicate a deſign to give us battle, either after 
« we have taken our ground at Vandewaſh, or in returning towards 
© Carangooly ; —whether, I ſay, circumſtanced as already ſtated, we 
* ought not to engage even the whole force they can poſſibly aſſemble ?” 


After deliberating ; the queſtion was put, beginning with Major 
Mackay, as the youngelt in rank, | 
Anſwered. Unanimouſly of opinion, that, conſidering the general com- 


flexion of public affairs, and the particular poſition and conſtitution of this 
GC Army, 


[ 18 1 
Army, no event could poſſibly occur, more to be wiſhed for, than to have 
an occaſion to engage the enemy's whole force before the reinforcements from 
Europe arrive. | | 


(Signed) B. CLOSE, Aid-de-Camp and Secretary 
| to the Commander in Chief. 
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APPENDIX, N III. 


VARIOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
previous to the diſmantling of VANDEWASH 
and CARANGOOLY. February 1783. 


From Major General STAR to his Excellency Lieutenant 
General Sir Eyzs Coors, K. B. &c. &c. &c. 


SIR, Fort St. George, Fan. 1, 1783. 


HAVE juſt time to ſend you (incloſed *) the lateſt intelligence from 

Captain Flint; I have had other Notes from him of preparations ; 
and /ignals are to be made from Vandewaſh-hill, to be ſeen from Ca- 
rangooly and Chingleput the inflant the French approach. 

The whole Army will be encamped to-morrow. I ſhall meanwhile 
ſend another convoy to Chingleput, and embrace every opportunity of 
ſending rice onwards, until there is a neceſſity to march, and we have 
more carriage Þ to do buſineſs at Arnee ꝙectually, or until we are happy 
enough to ſee your Excellency by the return of the Medea frigate. We 
| have Letters here of the 14% ult. which aſſure us of this being your 
intention; but J have none later than the / ult.; and to ſay truth, I 


* See, in the Notes to the Correſpondence with Sir Eyre Coote, The intelligence about 
this period, not now inſerted in this Appendix, J. S. 1584. 
+ See the Return of the Army Carriage, page 29. J. S. 1784. 


C 2 have 


| Letter of the 29th December. The French are making a great number 


(20021 
have not had an hour to myſelf to anſwer it ; but your Excellency 
may be aſſured that nothing of what you recommend ſhall be for- 


' gotten, 


With all this parade of Treaſury, the Army is this day / months 
in arrear of pay and batta; the black troops ive: but there is no mur- 
mur or diſcontent. And I am aſſured we ſhall have a month's pay in 
a day or two; and every thing elſe is as yoz would wiſh it. Many, 
many happy years to you, is the ſincere prayer of your Excellency's 


Moſt devoted and 
Moſt obliged humble Servant, 


(Signed) JAM* STUART. 


P. S. Hyder is beyond doubt gone to his own place; and 
the guns, on the arrival of Tippoo, have been heard all 


around. 
(Signed) J. 8. 


From Captain Flix r, commanding at V e to 
Mlajor General START. 
(In Cypher.) | 
Vandewaſh, Fan. 1, 1783. 


T! HAVE the honour to ſend incloſed a ſtate of the troops and grain 


in garriſon, with an account of what grain has been conſumed i in 
the laſt ſixteen days. 
The two Armies remain in the ſame ſituation as mentioned in my 


of 


1 * 
of entrenching tools from two country guns. It is imagined they will 


not move from their preſent encampment till the return of the gentle- 
men who went to viſit 700 Saib, 


From Major General STUarT to Lieutenant General Sir 
Evxs Coorz, &c. &c. | 


Fort St. George, Fan. 2, 1782. 


HE wh Letter which I have ſeen for theſe three weeks paſt from 
pour Board, is that of the 12th December, where you defire to 
have an explanation about the intrigues with Fazel Beg's ſon, and to 
have communication weekly of the proceedings of this Committee, and 
alſo of our plan of operations next campaign, This laſt, ſo far as was 
prudent or proper, J had already given to them. 


I now ſend you the lateſt intelligence from Vandewaſh and Captain 
Cuppage. That from Vandewaſh yeſterday, was by miſtake here ſaid 
of the 27th, whereas it was the 29th December. I ſee or hear of no 
lights, therefore ſuppoſe they (the French and Tippoo) have thought 
better of it, and believe they will ſtill find reaſon to weigh matters, 
when they hear of this Army encamped, as it was before Ten this 
forenoon, in full force. | | 

I have been ſo buſy in all this affair, and in anſwering ſome 7edious 
Minutes of the Right Honourable Preſident, that I have ſcarce time or 
| ſpirits to ſubſcribe myſelf, as in duty, &c. 


(Signed) JAN STUART. 


From 
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From Captain Crxawrorp, commanding at Carangooly, 
to Major General STUART. 


(In Cypher.) 
| Carangooly, Fan. 9, 1783. 
THE French marched to Chittapett yeſterday, on their way, it is 
ſaid, to join 7 Within theſe two days there has been a 


number of horſe about Vandewaſh, which I hear has drove off moſt 
of the cattle belonging to that place. 


From Captain Scouts, commanding at Tripaſore, to 
Major General STuarT. 


Tripaſore, Jan. 10, 1783. 
O N the Gth inſtant, in the evening, Tiþpoo Sahib, with his Army, 
. was encamped near a place called Chucklemalore, about ſeven 
miles from Arcot, and was then employed in forming a detachment. at 
a little diſtance from his encampment, to go againſt Vandewaſh, to 
beſiege it. This was the common diſcourſe of his Army. 


As ſoon as he arrived, and joined his father's Army under Curreem- 
Sahib, he paid off the whole arrears that were due, and gave the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their receiving in future, a regular monthly pay- 
ment, which, with his prefence, has given them great confidence. 
Not a word of peace with the Engliſh is now talkea of by his troops, 
neither do they mention his being wounded. 


He has lately received from the Maiſore country near 2000 good 
horſes for his cavalry, and it is ſaid has ſent 4000 horſe to play round 


Our 


„ 


our encampment. It is reported in his lines, that he brought ſeveral 


Engliſh Officers priſoners with him from the Callicutt country, and that 
an Engliſh fleet had. arrived at Mangalore, with intent to beſiege it. 
I don't hear of any diſputes betzween the brothers *. There are à good 
many horſe moving about between Pondamlie and Tripaſore. 


From Major General STruaxT to Captain CrawrorD, 
commanding at Carangooly. 
(In Cypher.) 
Camp at the Mount, Fan. 11, 1783. 
HAVE received your Letter of the 5th. You have my beſt thanks 
for your meat-/upplics, though I don't yet hear of their arrival. 
Continue your efforts in this way. I wrote to Flint, that our Army 
makes a move to-morrow or next day, ſo that we ſhall be up with the 
French and Tippoo before they can effect any very material object. 
Pray keep a good look-out, and give us the earlieſt notice of every 
thing that paſſes. I have written to Patterſon (Chingleput) to aſſiſt 
you in the rice way, all he can. 
1 have a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Macleod, with the particu- 
lars of a very good drubbing he gave to Tippoo and Lalle jointly at 
Panani, 27th November 1782. Some folks doubt even yo” if Trppoo 
s really arrived at Culwah Camp. | 


P. S. You will acquaint me, by the return of the Harkarahs, 
in cypher, and in as few words as you can, what were Sir 
Eyre Coote's orders to you, in cale your place ſhould be 
attacked ? 


* Tippoo Sahib and Curreem Sahib, | 
3 | | From 
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From Captain Cuyyace, Commanding at Yellore, to 
Majar General STUART, 


(In Cypher.) 
Pellore, Fan. 12, 1783. 
Tro s camp remains to the eaſtward of Arcot, and I have 
accounts to-day that his Army, which was on the Malabar coaſt, 
Joined his camp at Chucklemalore two days ago. 


From Captain Crawrord, commanding at neh, 
to Major General STUazT. 


(In Cypher.) 
Carangooly, Fan. 15, 1783. 

HAVE been N with yours of the 11th. The orders I had 

from Sir Eyre Coote, relative to this place, was dated the 16th 
June, deſiring me © to ſend off all the ſtores to Chingleput; to obtain 
« the beſt intelligence poſſible of the enemy; and, if their movements 
gave me reaſon to apprehend danger, to ſpring the mines, burn the 
gates, and diſable the guns on the works, and retreat with the two 
4 field pieces by the ſhorteſt way to Chingleput with the ſtores.” I 
ſent two guns, a fourteen and a three pounder, which were on a ſort 
of travelling carriages; ſo there only now remains three guns, on very 
bad carriages, 'and the two' field pieces, with two tumbrils, which 
contain their ammunition. 

When the Army paſſed laſt to the ſouthward, I received a Letter 
from Lieutenant Wickens of the Engineers, by order of the General, 
deſiring me to draw the mines, and to ſend to Chingleput for twenty 
barrels of powder, to have in readineſs to load them again if thought 


neceſſary. 
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neceſſary. I beg leave to obſerve to you, that with the people here, it 

requires near ten days to load them; and ſhould the enemy have any 

deſign againſt this place, and I be fortunate enough to diſcover them, 

it would be impoſſible to execute that part of the General's orders. I 

have now replaced the rice belonging to the Army, that I uſed during 

the Monſoon ; the next turn muſt be for ourſelves, and then I will con- 
tinue to bring more for the Army. 


From Captain FI x, commanding at V andewaſh, to 
Major General STuazrT. 


{la Cypher.) 
| Vandewaſh, Fan. 15, 1783. 

MENTIONED, in my Letter of the 13th inſtant, that the Officer 

that day on the Hill had reported the French camp to have made a 
ſhort march towards Viapundal, He was deceived by the weather; 
the two Armies continue within ſeven miles of Arcott. Yeſterday 
eleven battering cannon and five hundred infantry, came from Tippoo's 
camp to Arnee, Several hundred horſe are ſtationed at the enemy's 
poſts in the neighbourhood of this place, within theſe ſix days. 
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From Major General STuarT to Captain Crxawrozp, 
commanding at Carangooly. 


(In Cypher.) 
Camp near Velloutte, Jan. 20, 178 z. 4 


RECEIVED, in courſe, your Letter of the 15th, and underſtand 
the contents; though I don't believe the enemy will come within 
my reach for the preſent ; yet I wiſh you quietly to ſet about loading the 


D mine, 
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ine, with every attention to keeping the powder dry, and to prevent 
1 Dells, in cafe hereafter we may think neceſſary to draw it. I 
wrote to know Sir Eyre Coote's laſt orders to Captain Flint, in ſame 
manner as to you; but I know the fellow dropt the Letter, and it has. 
been carried to Tippoo 1 have ſent a duplicate now; and you will 
likewiſe write to him in cypher to the ſame effect: ſee alſo if you and 
he can concert together to throw ſome rice into Vandewaſh, by little 
and little, in the night. | 


From Major General STuaxT to Captain FLiNT, com- 
nen at Vandewaſb. 


(la Cypher.) oe 
Camp near Velloutte, Fan. 22, 176. _ 


Tun HIS 1 to inform you that the Medea frigate has retaken our 


eld ſhip the Chaſer, and brought her into Madras roads. The 


| French diſpatches taken in her are of the utmoſt importance; no leſs 
| than their grand plan of operations, on the immediate _—_ of 


M. Buffy landing at Mafulipatam. : 
Our Army is in the beſt diſpoſition, all FS SHE conſidered ; 


but as it may be neceflary to concexter the whole of our force, I write 


you this to prepare every thing with the utmoſt expedition, ſo as effec- 
tually to deftroy the place (Vandewafh), in caſe you ſhould receive or- 
ders for that purpoſe, and to preſerve * of the artillery only as you 
can bring with you. 


I mean to ſay, that you ſhould nent emi mines, and tak- 


ing every other ſtep, ſo that the powder applied to the mines, and the 
fire do the gates and barrieys and * may take effec in one 


hour's 


1 7 1 
hour's time; alſo the deſtruction of the . that are not worth 
bringing away. T 


The next movement of the Army will be towards . fo as 
to cover your garriſon, in caſe of neceſſity, 


The French fleet is off Ganjam; there are no tranſports with them 


now, but M. Buſſy, with three irigates and thirty e 10 bourly 
enfeted to' the northward, 


I have ſent a duplicate of this to Captain Crawford, with ſimilar 4 


rections for His garriſon and place (Carangooly). Nothing is to he 
deſtroyed till further orders, only every thing ready for it; 


Send me, as uſual, the firſt and quickeſt intelligence- of Tippoo arid 


the French. 1 have promiſed this Harkarah three Pagodas, if he deli- 
vers this in three days. | 


Feow! Captain Flixr, commanding at Fandewaſh, to 
Major General Sr UART. 


Un Cypher.) 
| Vandewaſb,, Yom. 22, 1783. 
FORMATION was brought me this morning, That Tippoo and 
the French were yeſterday ready to march to Punapawk,. with an 
intention to engage the Engliſh Army, From the hill, this morning, 


their camp appears near the above-mentioned: place. Sir Eyre Coote's 
laſt orders to me, were, 4% do every * in my fon for the defence of 


Vandewaſh. 
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From Captain Frixr, contin at Vandewaſb, to 
Major General STUART. 


Un Dkr: ) 
1 Vandewaſb, Fan, 25, „ 176 3. 


Y Harkarahs from Chittepett inform me that Ardaſſapah, with 3. 
| or 4000 troops, came from the ſouthward, and was at Chittepett 
the day before yeſterday. He had eleven guns with him, and is going 
to join Tippoo. I underſtand 5000 horſe likewiſe joined three days 
ago, from his own country, and more expected: it is ſaid he is col- 
lecting all his force for ſome grand effort. | 

| You will underſtand, by the accompanying Letter, that the French 
are drawing all they can from Cuddalore “; it is the only Letter of two 
Tappals we intercepted, that contained any news. I mentioned in my 
Letter in duplicate, that Sir Eyre Coote gave orders that every thing 
war to be done ad the — of V, andewaſp. 


From Captain HzaxsEv, Military Grain-Keeper to 
Major General SruARr, &c. 


S IR, Camp at Tammarum, Jun. 28, 1783. 
TNCLOSED, I beg leave to preſent a return of carriage attached to 

the camp granary, and all other pofible means of carrying rice for 
the troops. I am, 


S I R, | 
Your very obedient humble 8 
(Signed) A. W. HEARSEY, Capt. 
Military Grain-Keeper. 


® See this Letter in the Collection. 
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CakRIA E at moſt with the Army for Ric. 


Camp, Fan. 28, 1783. 


N* of Bags. 

12 270 carriage bullocks attached to ny granary, 200 of them 
: ſick, =— ar -" _ - an 9goo 
38 double, and 52 ſingle carts, ditto, ditto, . 384 
Guns and tumbrels, - - — 2 
Total, little more than ſeven days rice for the troops, 1526 

(Signed) A. W. HEARSEY, Capt. 
Military Grain-Keeper. 


N. B. Captain Moorehouſe cannot aſcertain what carriage he can 
ſpare from his department, till he gets the ſtores in camp for the 
battering train. | 


1 The preceding return evinces the diſtreſe, for want of carriage 
(even after the army bullocks, Sc. had returned from Nellore ), and con- 
ſequent impoſſibility of the Army undertaking any expedition at a dl * 


from the Preſidency at this period. 
(Signed) J. S. 1784. 


From Captain FLinT to Major General START, Sc. 


Vandewaſh, Jan. 28, 1783. 
OUR Letters of the 2oth and 22d inſtant did not reach me before 
yeſterday. In conſequence of the /atter, all the people I have been 
able to collect, have been employed in mining the place. We are entirely 
without limbers and draught bullocks, which will prevent our carry- 


ing 


L 3 
ing away the guns here, viz. one 32, one 24, one 12, and five ninesz 
the reſt are either honeycomb'd, or otherways. damaged. i ö 

My Harkarahs inform me, that 200 Frenchmen, 200 Caffries, 300 
Sepoys, and 50 horſe, came yeſterday to Permacoil; they have with 
them 5 guns, 2 mortars,, and 100 Bandies with ſtores, - It is reported, 
with them, that they are to attack Vellore, after joining Tippoo. Moſt 
parties going to camp paſs by Gingee and Chittepett. This party is to 
halt a day or two at Permacoil. | | 


From Captain Prix, commanding at andewaſh, to > 
| Major General STuarT. 


(In. Cypher.) "I 

5 Vandewaſh,. Feb. 1, 1783. 
1 HAVE the honour of ſending herewith the uſual returns. My 

—  Harkarahs inform me; the enemy continue between Poncpavol and 
Perengy. They: ſtill talk of the French, aſſiſted by 6000. horſe. (faid to 
be Marattoes tliat lately joined, and encamp ſeparately). and a good 
number of Tippoo's infantry, being daily expected to come here. The 
Amildar of Trivatore has received orders to provide for them when 
they come. Notwithſtanding this is ſo univerſally believed, for two or 
three days, Curreem and Lallé, with 12,000 men, and Meer Saib with 
8000 horſe, have been mentioned as ready, the former to go towards 
Callicutt, and tlie latter to the Cudapah countries. A few Europeans, 
and about 5oo. firelock Carnatic-men, paſſed Chittepett yeſterday, with 
ſeven guns, for camp. | 


ARSE na ALLE 
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From Captain 8 communilitiy at — to 
Major General STUarT. 


Vandewaſh, Feb. 1, 1783; Eleven at al 


INC E writing ; one of my Harkarahs has come in, who informs 
me, that Curreem Saib (who has the camp that Tippoo formerly 


had), and the French, came this morning to Jamcollam ; they have 


with.them ſome battering cannon, and are ſaid to be coming here. He 
likewiſe tells me, that 6000 horſe and 4000 infantry went to Arnee, 


and are going to Callicutt; and that 8000 troops, under Hurree Zing, 


went three days ago towards Cudapah :—200 Europeans, with ſtores 


and two battering guns, are at Colway. Tippoo continues on the old 


ground, 


From Captain ScovuLeR, 3 at Tripoſore, to 
Major General STUART. 


Tripahine, Feb, I, 0 


HERE is till a force at Tritani and Shulangur. Tiþpoo Saib 
has ſent two battalions and a thouſand of his beſt Peons to Cud- 


dalore a few days ago. The talk in his camp is, that Nyzam Allys ſon: 


is expected to join him ſhortly ; they likewiſe expect large reinforce- 
ments from Mayſore ſhortly. The French force is ſtill a diſtin& camp, 
but is now within leſs than a quarter of a mile of Tippoo's lines. It is 
imagined there, that yo will fhortly march to Vellore with proviſious; ; 
and they ſay that Tippos is determined to put every thing at ſtake to 
prevent your ſucceſs: they are of opinion that he will not face our 
Army, as he has already ſent away every thing valuable. The regulars 
are | conſtantly exerciſing with muſketry and field-pieces. Another of 
8541 4 | | your 
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your Letters for Captain Cuppage is loſt; one of the Harkarahs was 
killed, and the.other badly wounded, I have fince ſent others, and 
hope they will carry this one ſafely. 


From Captain ScouLtEs, commanding at 'Tripa/ſore, to 
| Major General STuazT. | 


Tripaſore, Feb. 3, 1783. 

EXTRACT. 5 on 

HEY have it in Tippoo's camp (who, with his whole force and 

the French, are encamped nearly between Covrepawk and Conje- 
veram), that 25 French ſhips*, with abundance of troops, are arrived at 
Negapatam, or rather Nagore, for which a ſalute was fired ; and the 
ſpirits of his whole Army are now raiſed to a great height, and nothing 
leſs than an abſolute deſtruction is talked of. Tippoo will march 


ſhortly, they think, to effect a junction, and will then return with them 
to beſiege Fort St. George. 


Major General STUART to Captain FLINx, commanding 
at Vandewaſb. 


s (In Cypher.) 


Camp South of Palar, Feb. 5, 1783. 


HALT at Carangooly Friday the 7th, and move towards you the 
8th, to put the laſt hand to a certain work; but I truſt to you for 


the moſt exact and ſpeedy intelligence of the enemy's movements from 


This news muſt have been ſpread in Tippoo's camp from the knowledge of the 
French ſquadron being then to the Northward. | J. S. 1784. 


the | 
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the Hill and Harkarahs, I ſhall leave all the baggage at Carangooly, 
and move towards you, /ight, with only rice, beef, and ſpirits ſufficient 
in every way. 2 

The camp will be on the other ſide of your place, with the rear of 
the right cloſe to the hill, where there is forage. We encamped there 
once before. Pray ſend to ſee how the forage is. Collect all the cattle 
you can. The inhabitants and gunners, with their families and pro- 
perty, ſhall be ſecured on their return to Carangooly. Pray think of 


the previous meaſures needed, but don't let any thing be publiſhed till we 


pitch our tents near you. 


Major General STuazT to Colonel Lax, or Officer 
commanding to the Southward. 
DUPLECATE®, 

Camp at Carangooly, Feb. 7, 1783. 
W E are on the march to Vandewaſh, to blow up the place, and to 
dare the enemy, with all their Europe force. Whatever you 


have to do in the offenſive way, this is your time. The French PRO 
paſſed to the Southward the 4th. þ 


(Signed) JAM, STUART... 


* The Harkarah with the firſt copy of this Letter, fell into Tippoo's hands :—it was. 
zot.in cypher.. I heard of it afterwards, and was not ſorry for the accident. 


I. S. 784. 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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From Captain Crawrorp, commanding at Carangooly, 
to Major General STUART, 


(Part in Cypher.) | 


Carangooly, Feb. 9, 1 78 3 

T WO men, who came in laſt night from Cuddalore, inform me 
they ſaw 15 ſhips between that place and Pondicherry, and that 
they think they went paſt. I have ſent them with this, ſhould you 
chuſe to aſk them any queſtions. I am ſorry to inform you, that I am 
afraid you will not find the mines ſo ready on your return as you 


expect. 


From Major General STuarxT to Captain CrawrorD, 
commanding at Carangooly. 


(In Cypher.) 

* Vandewaſh, Feb. 12, 1783; 3 
1 WROTE to you laſt night to be on the look-out from the Hill 

and towards Outramalore, there being a ſuſpicion of the enemy's 

intending to get between us and you on that fide; therefore guard 
againſt ſurprize, and ſtation your people properly within the walls, with 
all your Europeans that can ſtand ta their arms, and ſend me the 
earlieſt intelligence of every thing. * 
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